Application No.: 09/765,606 

Reply to Office Action of: June 24, 2003 

Amendment Dated: November 21, 2003 

REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application, as amended, in 
view of the following remarks. 

The present invention as set forth in amended Claim 1 relates to a cosmetic 
composition, which comprises the following components (A) and (B): 

(A) arginine; and 

(B) at least one sesquiterpene alcohol selected from the group consisting of vetiverol, 
patchouli alcohol, guaiol, cedrol and mixtures thereof; 

said component (B) being present in an amount effective for improving moisture 
loss of skin. 

There is no suggestion or motivation to combine Shoii (JP 122424/ 1997) and Tada 
(JP4 10036247) to obtain the claimed composition. 

Shoii describes a cosmetic composition which may include amino acids such as 
arginine (i.e., at page 6, paragraph [0124] of the English translation of Shoii) . Tada describes 
melanin inhibiting compositions which include sesquiterpene alcohols such as guiaiol or 
cedrol (i.e., paragraphs [0009] and [0013] of Tada) . However, there is no disclosure or 
suggestion in Tada to include cedrol in an amount effective for improving moisture loss of 
skin, as presently claimed. Thus, there is no motivation to combine the compositions of 
Shoii (JP122424/1997) and Tada (JP4 1003 6247). 

In addition, Shoii describes many different compositions most of which lack the 
arginine component of the claimed cosmetic composition, and therefore the claimed 
composition is not suggested by the combination of Shoii and Tada . 
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Therefore, the rejection of Claims 1, 3, 4 and 12 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shoii et al (JP 122424/1997) in view of Tada (JP 410036247) is believed to 
be unsustainable as the present invention is neither anticipated nor obvious and withdrawal of 
this rejection is respectfully requested. 

In addition, the rejection of Claims 5 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shoii et al (JP 122424/1997) in view of Tada (JP 410036247) and further 
in view of Herstein (US 5,616,332) is respectfully traversed. 

Herstein describes cosmetic compositions which have a pH of from 4.5 to about 6.0 
(i.e., col. 7, line 3). However, this reference also fails to cure the defects of Shoii 
(JP 122424/1 997) and Tada (JP41 0036247). There is no motivation to combine Shoii et al (JP 
122424/1997), Tada (JP 410036247) and Herstein (US 5,616,332) to obtain a cosmetic 
composition having cedrol in an amount effective for improving moisture loss of skin, as 
presently claimed. 

Therefore, the rejection of Claims 5 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shoii et al (JP 122424/1997) in view of Tada (JP 410036247) and further 
in view of Herstein (US 5,616,332) is believed to be unsustainable as the present invention is 
neither anticipated nor obvious and withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. 

In addition, Applicants wish to point out that none of the cited references disclose or 
suggest the cosmetic compositions as claimed in new Claim 15 having the claimed amounts 
of (A) and (B). 

The rejection of Claim 12 under 35 U.S.C. §1 12, 2 nd paragraph, is obviated by the 
amendment of Claim 12. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner acknowledge that the references 
cited in the Information Disclosure Statements, filed in the above-identified application on 
September 12, 2001, July 15, 2003 and the IDS filed herewith, have been considered. For 
the Examiner's convenience a copy of Form PTO 1449 as filed on September 12, 2001, and 
July 15, 2003 are attached herewith. 

This application presents allowable subject matter, and the Examiner is kindly 
requested to pass it to issue. Should the Examiner have any questions regarding the claims or 
otherwise wish to discuss this case, he is kindly invited to contact Applicants 1 below-signed 
representative, who would be happy to provide any assistance deemed necessary in speeding 
this application to allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 



OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 




Attorney of Record 
Registration No.: 24,618 



Kirsten A. Griineberg, Ph.D. 
Registration No.: 47,297 



Customer Number 
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